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Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras’ (BYSO) mission is to encourage 
artistic excellence in a nurturing environment by providing the highest 
quality orchestral training and performance opportunities to qualified 
musicians, grades K–12, while making its programs accessible to 
underrepresented youth through financial aid and outreach. 

EXCELLENCE: BYSO believes high-quality music experiences 
have a long-lasting impact on young musicians and audience 
members. Quality is at the heart of BYSO’s programs, supported by 
the finest musicians in the area who serve as our faculty, coaches and 
conductors.

ACCESS: BYSO makes quality music experiences available to all 
young people, regardless of social or economic disadvantage. Our 
Intensive Community Program (ICP) offers rigorous string and winds 
training to Boston’s underserved communities, preparing students 

OUR MISSION
for competitive auditions into BYSO orchestras. BYSO provides use of 
an instrument, weekly lessons and support for participation in the 
orchestras from the time a student joins the program (age 5 or 6) 
until they graduate high school. The program serves 80–90 students 
annually. 

INSPIRATION: Alongside training young musicians, we are 
dedicated to cultivating young audiences. Each year, BYSO presents 
more than 20 performances in some of Boston’s finest venues 
including Symphony Hall and Sanders Theatre at Harvard University. 
Through our free ticketing programs and community concerts, BYSO 
welcomes thousands of young community members annually. BYSO’s 
partnership with Boston Symphony Orchestra, BYSO/BSO: Partnering 
for the Future, sees children as young as 3 years old enjoy the magic of 
classical music.



“When we started again, we didn’t know what we were going to find. In the life of 
a child or very young adult, a year and a half is a long time. I think the main thing 
we saw, is how much they WANTED to play. There is no question about it. The speed 
and curve of growth was steep — in a good sense. Because they really wanted to.

It’s a lesson for us. It shows how much it meant for them. And it means that we 
have a responsibility. These kids invest a lot, and they may come from different 
starting points, but the common denominator is that they want to play.

As a conductor, I could sense all of this. When I talk to the other conductors, they 
felt the same things — even those who worked with the younger kids. Making 
music together is a special type of activity and emotion. 

They wanted to play… they really wanted to play. And it can sound empty and rhetorical – but actually, it was tangible.”

–Federico Cortese, Music Director

THANK YOU
This past season has been a success for BYSO on so many levels. Our return to in-person 
rehearsals and concerts was triumphant for our student musicians and audience members 
alike. As ever, these young people showed us how to move forward. It was inspiring to 
see them working with and learning from their coaches and peers once again. Like many 
of you, I joined fellow BYSO families and BYSO “fans” to enjoy live music. We also saw our 
community come together to support the important work that we do together – creating 
transformative musical opportunities for all children. 

As the pandemic progressed, BYSO implemented strong health protocols to keep our families and staff safe, nimbly rescheduled 
concerts to contend with the unpredictability of this time, and ensured that our children could make music together safely, 
meaningfully, and joyfully. 

As President of the BYSO Board of Directors, and a proud BYSO parent, I thank you for your support in making this season a success. 
Because of you, we deepen our impact throughout the community and continue to create pathways of excellence, promote personal 
growth, and make music together. 

Please read on to see our incredible season highlights as we returned to the stage and welcomed new members to our community. I 
hope that you will celebrate with us in our season’s success and join us as we look towards a bright future! We thank you for being a 
part of the BYSO family. 
 

Margaret Chen
President, BYSO Board of Directors



TOGETHER AGAIN

BYSO students reunited at New 
England Music Camp in Sydney, 
Maine for two weeks of music 
making, forming friendships, and 
activities as they prepared music for 
concerts in the upcoming season. 

AUGUST, 2021 OCTOBER 17, 2021 

Music Director, Federico Cortese 
conducted Boston Youth Symphony at 
the season’s opening concert at Boston 
Symphony Hall. This was BYSO’s first 
in-person concert since the 2019–2020 
season and featured students in our 
two most advanced ensembles,  
Boston Youth Symphony and  
Repertory Orchestra

Alumna Genevieve Lefevre ’15 
joined BYSO’s top-level orchestra, 
Boston Youth Symphony (BYS) as 
the narrator for their performance 
of Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf in 
Boston Symphony Hall as part of the 
BYSO / BSO Partnering for the Future. 

NOVEMBER 13, 2021 DECEMBER 12, 2021 

Members of BYSO’s Intensive 
Community Program (ICP) presented 
the annual holiday concert featuring 
holiday favorites, festive decorations, 
and a sing-along!



We returned to the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston to celebrate the 
transformation and resilience of our students at the 2022 BYSO Gala. 
We heard performances from our oldest to our youngest musicians and 
listened to powerful stories from alumni and current BYSO students. We 
raised over $275,000 to support our annual operations and continue to 
provide programming for our students. 

MARCH 26, 2022 APRIL 10, 2022 

Our young musicians and opera singers 
received a standing ovation for their 
performance of Verdi’s La Traviata in 
Boston Symphony Hall. This production 
featured BYS musicians alongside 
renowned professional singers from 
across the world.

APRIL 23, 2022 

Over 100 young musicians of BYSO’s Young 
People’s String Orchestra (YPSO) and 
members of the Intensive Community 
Program presented a stunning concert 
with magician Matt Roberts. Families from 
all over the region attended this Boston 
Symphony Hall performance featuring the 
combination of music and magic. 



“This past season at BYSO has been refreshing. I was energized to come back to this 
space where we make music and form friendships—we hadn’t experienced this for 
a long time. Coming back in person allowed me to remember and think more deeply 
about why we play music. 

I was so excited to return to in-person programming and go back to camp, but I was 
nervous about all the new players joining as well as playing without the old players 
who had just graduated. I was worried about the quality of the orchestra after not 
playing together in-person for a year and a half. When we sat down to play in the 
first rehearsal, I was surprised by how good the orchestra sounded and realized I had 
almost forgotten how an orchestra sounds. As soon as we played, we connected im-
mediately and it didn’t seem like we had just spent a year and a half without playing 
together in person. I felt like BYSO was back. 

This year, I was able to play my concerto competition performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
“Variations on a Rococo Theme”, Op. 33. When I won the concerto competition in 2019, I was absolutely blown 
away. I was a week and a half away from my concerto performance when it was canceled because of COVID-19. 
Playing it two years later meant I was able to relearn what I had forgotten. I took sections that I had worked 
on before and made them better. I also completely forgot the challenges of some parts of the piece and had to 
figure them out again. Although I was nervous, presenting this piece that had been a big part of the journey 
towards playing together again was a transformative and memorable experience. 

For me, the BYSO community is a really special place and I have so many close friends that came from my time 
here. BYSO is such a different environment than school or other programs—it’s a home. You connect over music, 
but it is the people and the experiences that make everyone care and put the effort into making music together.”

AUSTIN JACOBSON ‘22

IT’S A HOME



“Before this season started, I was nervous about not only COVID-19, but where 
the students were in their musical development. For almost two years, our 
students learned virtually at BYSO. Although we are so fortunate to be able to 
learn virtually and make music safely, many of the important musical experi-
ences and details that are fundamental to playing were lost. As we started the 
2021-2022 season, we started the important work of regaining that crucial 
time and personal instruction face-to-face. 

For my BYSO students, who are younger and newer to music, coming back 
to creating music in-person created a mix of emotions. Many of my students 
in Preparatory Winds (PW) had never heard the sound of other instruments 
playing with them in an ensemble. Their musical journey began virtually, so 
playing with other musicians and instruments was a brand-new experience. 
For other students, it was beautiful to see how excited they were to be togeth-
er with their friends after a long time apart. Our students, parents, and faculty  
quickly realized how important this community is and how much we missed playing music together in-person.

The most impactful memory I have from this season is from the first Intensive Community Program Winds (ICP 
Winds) performance at the ICP Holiday Concert. This was the first time that all of these students had played to-
gether in over a year and a half. From the beginning of the season, the students worked hard and made so much 
progress together. At this concert, many students in the new ICP class were watching the performance and you 
could feel how excited they were to create this special moment together. Despite all the shifting protocols and 
the last-minute changes to our performances, the students were so flexible, resilient, and grateful to have the 
opportunity to play together–made everything the BYSO community has been through worth it. “

JANET UNDERHILL, BYSO CONDUCTOR

Janet Underhill is the conductor 
of BYSO’s Preparatory Winds 
(PW) ensemble, an ensemble of 
winds, brass and percussion where 
students work on orchestral-style 
music in preparation for BYSO’s 
full symphony orchestras. She also 
works closely with students in the 
Intensive Community Program 
(ICP) as the Assistant Director of 
Winds. Janet has been an active 
bassoon player and teacher in the 
Boston community in the Boston 
community for over 30 years.

MAKING MUSIC TOGETHER  
AS A COMMUNITY



BUILDING LIFELONG  
CONNECTIONS
The BYSO family reaches beyond the classroom, the orchestral stage, and graduation. Based on a shared experi-
ence of seeking excellence in classical music, students forge lifelong connections. BYSO students are presented 
with a unique opportunity to grow up alongside a supportive group of teachers and peers who uplift each other 
throughout the ups and downs of these past few years. Here at BYSO, creating music is a familial experience. 

“Bonding with new (and old) friends 
at BYSO camp was such a wonderful 
experience and I am so glad that I have 
been able to perform with the orchestra 
in person, no matter the scheduling 
difficulties we went through with  
COVID precautions.” 

– SARAH BO ’22

“When they mentioned BYSO, and I 
told them that I was a proud alum, the 
entire family and I gathered together 
just as if we were all ‘family’ and I told 
them about my wonderful experience 
playing trombone with GBYSO in 1972! It 
was one of those moments in time that 
made my life so meaningful, to realize 
that I may have had a positive effect on 
these students and that it may give them 
an incentive to keep practicing and be 
enriched by the BYSO experience.” 

– DANA COHEN ’72

 “BYSO was such a gift to me as an 
evolving musician and young person.  
I learned to listen and made incredible, 
lasting friendships. I am so grateful to 
the work of the BYSO family!” 

 – CHARLOTTE MALIN ’10 



RECOGNIZING SUCCESS
BYSO provides a lifelong support system that not only sets alumni up for success, but inspires them to create 
positive change in their own communities. Alumni carry BYSO’s unique sense of perseverance, collaboration and 
self-assurance into their work post-graduation, both in fields related to and distinct from classical music. 

SÉBASTIEN RIDORE ’15 started his BYSO journey in the 
Intensive Community Program (ICP) at the age of seven, 
ultimately performing with BYS for two years before 
graduation. Following his experience, it has been important 
for Sébastien to create a welcoming environment for young 
musicians from underrepresented communities, reflecting that 
“ICP was ahead of the curve in recognizing the importance of 
accessibility.” In addition to currently working as the Vivaldi 
Ensemble Director at the Boston Music Project, where he 
fosters social-emotional and musical success for children 
through music education, Sébastien now teaches ICP students 
with direct insight into the needs, standards, and intensity of 
the program.

ASHLEY GONG ’21 began sharing the gift of music while 
still in high school by volunteering with Continuo, a nonprofit 
music organization bringing classical music to nontraditional 
spaces through performances and lessons. Now serving as 
President for Continuo, attending Harvard University and 
playing with the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra, she is pleased 
to continue enjoying music, expressing that she is not only 
a better musician, but a better person, harder worker, and 
better leader thanks to her time with BYSO.

DR. KAREN LASSER ’86 is a Professor of Medicine and 
Public Health at the Boston University Schools of Medicine 
and Public Health, where her recent research focuses 
on negating disparities in healthcare for underserved 
populations. Dr. Lasser remarks that BYSO’s challenging 
repertoire helped prepare her to persevere through the long 
hours and hard work in the medicine field. 

READ MORE ABOUT OUR IMPRESSIVE ALUMNI  
BY VISITING BYSOWEB.ORG/ALUMNI

63 program graduates who 
were in BYSO up to 11 years

100%  
enrolled in higher education

AREAS OF FOCUS include: 
Biology, Computer Science, Economics, 
Engineering, Law, Music Performance, 
Philosophy, Psychology 

ATTENDING SCHOOLS  
such as: Harvard University, Yale University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,  
Brown University, The Juilliard School,  
New York University, Boston  
Conservatory at Berklee 

BYSO’S 2022 SENIORS



Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022 (unaudited)
		
REVENUES	 FY22
Tuition and Fees 	 $1,551,494 	
Ticket Sales 	 $115,474 	
Program Book Advertising 	 $5,125 	
Merchandise Sales and Other Earned Revenue	 $10,243 	
Foundation Support 	 $597,104 	
Government Support	 $102,700 	
Corporate Support and Sponsorships 	 $103,200 	
Individual Support 	 $397,671 	
Special Event	 $278,766 	
Donated Goods and Services	 $323,415 	
TOTAL	 $3,485,192 	
	
EXPENSES	
Orchestra Operations and Rehearsals	 $821,780 
Concert Production 	 $258,609 
Intensive Community Program (direct cost only)	 $354,133 
Camp	 $277,356 
Financial Aid	 $120,540 
Administrative Salaries and Benefits 	 $897,823 
Other Administrative	 $597,261 
Marketing	 $32,644 
Fundraising (includes special event costs)	 $147,675  	
TOTAL	 $3,507,821 	

Net after Paycheck Protection Program Grant 	 $274,797 	
		

BUDGET

Budget Notes 

1. BYSO was the recipient of a Paycheck Protection Program grant that allowed the organization 
to not only continue 100% employment, but increase staff to meet the needs of our students as 
we navigate two locations and the ongoing impacts of COVID.	

2. Ticket sales were particularly low in FY22 due to COVID concerns and cancelled and 
rescheduled concerts.	

3. BYSO’s FY22 surplus provides a much-needed cash reserve for FY23 and future years.	



A NOTE FROM OUR  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This year, we all experienced the joy of returning to 
watch live performance and seeing our BYSO students 
play together once again. As COVID-19 continues to 
be unpredictable, BYSO has seen an increase in costs 
associated with providing a safe environment for our 
community. BYSO was fortunate to receive generous 
government funds to cover the majority of these losses.

The direct costs of COVID-19 for the 2021-2022 season 
totaled over $113,000, including:  

•	 Additional rehearsal and performance spaces

•	 Direct COVID-19 costs for tests, masks, PPE, etc.

•	 Rescheduling the BYSO’s Opera performance of  
La Traviata

Throughout this, I am proud to report that this year, we had the largest number of individual donors in our 
history and we also had our largest amount raised through donations with a 24% increase from 2020. In 
addition, BYSO also gave $120,540 in financial aid to assist families with the costs of our exceptional music 
education. These numbers represent a commitment from our community to help provide transformational 
musical experiences for all children. As we continue to navigate COVID-19, the impact of your support is 
crucial now more than ever. I am thankful to all who supported us this year.

Thank you for being with us on this journey.  

 

Catherine Weiskel
Executive Director



INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS
$100,000 and above
Boston University, College of Fine Arts
Klarman Family Foundation
Linde Family Foundation

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Massachusetts Cultural Council
National Endowment for the Arts
William Randolph Hearst Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Bain Capital Children’s Charity
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Rowland Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Breckinridge Capital Advisors^
Deborah Munroe Noonan Memorial 

Fund, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
First Republic Bank
John Hancock Financial
KPMG LLP^
League of American Orchestras
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
McKinsey & Company^
Orville W. Forte Foundation
Peregrine Group, LLC^
Rea Charitable Trust

$5,000 to $9,999
Bessie Pappas Charitable Foundation
Hamilton Company Charitable 

Foundation
Income Research + Management^
Odeh Engineers, Inc.^
Ropes & Gray LLP^
Select Equity Group, L.P.^

Up to  $4,999
Adelard A. and Valeda Lea Roy 

Foundation
Albert O. Wilson Foundation
Bennett Family Foundation
BPS Arts Expansion Fund at EdVestors
Columbia Threadneedle Investments^
Rockland Trust – East Boston Savings 

Bank Charitable Foundation

MATCHING COMPANIES
Abrams Capital
Apple
The Baupost Group LLC
Biogen Idec Foundation
Facebook 
Comcast Corporation
Eaton Vance 
Givinga Foundation 
Global Foundries
Google Gift Matching Program
Intercontinental Exchange 
Liberty Mutual Insurance
MassMutual 
Microsoft Corporation
Nvidia
The Omidyar Group
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Select Equity Group Foundation
Splunk Technology 
U.S. Bancorp Foundation Employee 

Matching Gift Program 
United Way of Massachusetts Bay 

IN-KIND GIVING
BYSO gratefully acknowledges the 
individuals and companies listed below, 
who have generously donated space, 
quality instruments, or other goods and 
services this fiscal year. 

Anonymous 
The Adamczyk Family 
Susan Andrews 
Neha Bhatia ‘13
Barclay Damon 
Douglas Drachman, ‘86 and Erica Mayer 
Mr. Matthew Guilford, ‘82 
Gregory Jones 
Ikuko Mizuno 
New England Household Moving & 

Storage 
Ropes & Gray LLP 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Anonymous (48)
Meg and Seth Abramowitz
Susan B. Abrams ‘80 and  

Protik Majumder
Jean Abramson
Alexandre Adamczyk ‘14
Carol Agocs
Munir Alam & Samira Rahmatullah*
Christine Altieri
Lindsay Miller and Peter Ambler
Caitlin Anderson and Will Erickson
Anna Anderson and Louis Anderson
Matt and Julie Applebaum
Steven and Christine Arkin
S. Atwood
John and Terry Avallon*
Lloyd Axelrod M.D.
Jack and Pnina Axelrod
Martha Babcock and Harvey Seigel
Laura Bacon, ‘98
Roy Ballard
Balliett’s
Mary Barth-Williams
Ellen Bates-Brackett
Ms. Traci Battle and Dr. Rawi Abdelal*
Robert Beaser ‘72 and Kati Agócs
Rose Bellini ‘97 and James Holt
Ken and Carol Bello*
Mr. and Mrs. Eric A. Berg
Joe and Candy Bergantino*
Robert Berger
Geoffrey Bergler ‘76
Mr. Michael Berk and Mrs. Ellen Berk*
Adam Berrey and Betul Cam*
Jane Bestor
John Bilezikian ‘61
John and Lorina Binieris
Susan Bishov
Cassie Bleuer
Vgueni Boguslavskiy
BK Boley and Tamara Roy*
Alison and Patrick Bomberg*
Peter K. Bonney ‘95*
Marcia E. Bossart ‘59
Elizabeth S. Boveroux*
Joseph and Maria Bozich
Ben Brady and Colleen Brannen*
Elizabeth and Aaron Brady
Janet Brady
Ginette Bretous
Alan Brock*
Teri A. Brown and Keith H. Brown

Dr. Alan Budd
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser*
Chris Byers
Shannon Canavin and Kevin Goodrich
Cassie Capewell
Susan Caplan, ‘73 and Michael Kazenel
Nicole Cariglia and David Cucchiara
Susan L. Carney ‘69
Marc and Kimberlee Carroll
Debra Ruf-Carson, Kevin Carson, 

Benjamin Carson
Coleen Caster
Dorrit and Tom Castle
Anne Chai*
Jamie Chang and Sharon Wu
Cecilia Chao and Mike Schoenegge*
Margaret Chen and Jay Fiske*
Zhong and Shi Wen Chen
Minlei Chen and Yue Fan
Jessica Chen
Kitty and Jason Chen
Jessica Cheng and Isaac S. Cheng
Emily Cheng
Shiqiu Cheng and Hong Zhang
Lucy Chie and Justin Campbell
Paul and Wendy Chieffo*
Valerie Chisholm ‘74
Ellie Choi and Kendrick Chow*
Peter Chu
Saewon and John Chun
Mirza and Nora Cifric*
Raymond E. Claflin, III ‘73
Grandpa & Grandma Cobas
Peter and Abby Coffin*
Janine and Douglas Cohen
Christine (Casey) Cohen ‘70
Erica Collier
Karla Davis
Bethany Uma Correll
Eric Cortell ‘82 and Julia Wong
William J. Coukos, ‘72
Rob Cunjak and Susan Dunn
Ina Daci and Ethan Thurow
Amy Dain
The Phillips Family Foundation*
Louise L. Davis
Emilia De Leo ‘14
Ellen Delany
Hugo Delgado and Carmen Perlata
Michael and Corinne DeNucci*
Richard A. DiMambro ‘74
George Ding and Renee Bai
Pete and Wendy Ditmars

BYSO is incredibly grateful to the 
following community members  
for their gifts between July 1, 2021 and 
June 30, 2022. 

OUR SUPPORTERS

*denotes members of BYSO’s leadership giving society, the Bravo Circle

^indicates a 2022 gala sponsor



Larry and Lana Dobkin
Stephane Domercant and  

Ernst Domercant
Mady and Bruce Donoff
Darren and Carrie Donovan
Friends of Cecilia O’Keefe
Tom and Ellen Draper*
Missy and David Druley*
Meiyan Duan and Weihong Yin
Alexa Dumont ‘14
Robin W. Dushman
Alan and Lisa Dynner*
Dr. Jennifer Eddy and Dr. Mark Gideonsen
Peter and Azelene Edouarzin
Eran Egozy ‘89 and Yukiko Egozy*
April and Florian Eichler*
Joan Ellersick ‘76 and Thomas Berryman
Lorraine Emanuel and Robert Emanuel
Andrea and Alyce Erdekian, ‘94
Emmanuel and Karine Ernest
The Estell Family
Isaac Esterman
Yves & Dominique Manigat-Estimphile
Charles Estus, Jr. ‘84
Mark Ethier and Claire Cheney*
Neil Fairbairn
Hong Fan
Robert and Iris Fanger
Daniel and Cheryl Farley
Meade Fasciano*
Dana E. Feder ‘94
Lynda S. Ferrari
Jóia Findeis ‘20
Mark L. Finklestein Charitable Gift Fund
Lynn and Joe Finn
Mark C. Fleming & Rachel L. Renton*
Ty-Juana Flores
Anthony Fogg*
Ella Fossum
Kevin Foster and Nadia Chamblin-Foster
Charles Franich and Ruth Hannon
Raymond and Ida Fridmann
Ariel Friedman, ‘04
Paula Fullerton and Allen Fullerton
Galloway
Fan Gao and Shihang Wang
Elizabeth Gates and Holly Gates
Mildrid Gedeon
Marcy Gefter
Paula Gehr
Sarah Gifford
Martin Glazer
Marjorie Glazer
Patricia and David Gocklin

Rachel and Allan Goldstein*
Robert and Cindy Goodof
Molly Grannell
Robert Green and Noelle Givler
Joe and Paulette Grimaldi*
Rachel Groh and David Plon
Kate Gutierrez and Brendan Albert
Mr. Thomas Hadley, ‘83
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Haffenreffer
Kevin Connors ‘88 & Susan Hagen ‘94
Elizabeth Harding
Angela Kim Harkins and Franklin 

Harkins*
Sean C. Harlow
Ronald Haroutunian ‘74
Bruce and Susan (McCrensky) Heitler 

‘63
Richard and Gabrielle Henken*
April Heppelmann
Angel Hernandez and  

Caroline Reiner-Williams
Kate Hewig ‘11*
Hervey and Barbara Heywood
David Hildebrand, ‘62
Grant Ho and Laurel Schaider*
Phyllis E. Hoffman
Hoffmann Family
Donna L. Holcombe
Kelly Hoppe
Jennifer Hoult ‘78
Nelson Howard III
Laura Howenstine and  

Joseph DiLazzaro*
Johnny Hu and Lucy Wang
Hui Hu
Jin Huang and Zhaohui Wang
Mingmingevelyn Huang and Tony Ho
Mr. Everest Huang and  

Ms. Regina Cheung
He Huang
Charlie and Marcella Huggard
Arthur and Marguerite Huggard in 

honor of Cecilia O’Keefe
Keith L. and Catherine B. Hughes
Pamela and John Humphrey
Giampaolo Huober and  

Judith Huober, ‘74
Yoonjung Hur and Jinhaeng Cho
The Ianni Family
Inomoto Fong Family
Pauline and Daniel Jeong*
Mr. Libo Jiang and Mrs. Yanping Liao
Susan L. Johnson
David Jones ‘85 and Cindy Vreeland*

Celia Elizabeth Jones ‘65
Anne Rogers Jones ‘87 and  

Lawrence Jones
Rachel Jordan
The Kahler Family
Albert and Mami Kaminuma
Mr. Robert Katuska
Joshua Kaufman
George and Cheri Keches*
Krysten Keches ‘06
Mary O’Keefe Kellogg ‘67*
Judy Kelly and James Cremer
Wendy Williams Keyes ‘73
Patricia Iervolino Kilroy ‘60
Caroline Choi Kim ‘92 and Howard Kim
Terry King
Martin and Sydney Kistin
Caroline Kistin and Romel Ortega
Bernard Klinger ‘67
Marilyn Bone Kloss, ‘60
Anna and Peter Kolchinsky*
Yuan Kong
The Koo Family
Marina Krickler
The Krishnamoorthy Family
Adrienne and Justin Kung
Katharine and Thomas Kush*
Ron and Linda Kutka
Nora Kyger
Emma & Emilia Lacy
Emilia Lacy
Hugues Lafond
Steve Laven and Cynthia Meyers
Mr. James Lawrence-Archer and  

Mrs. Anne O’Keefe
Philip W. Leach ‘60
Mary Susan Leahy ‘66
Charles Learoyd ‘63
Young Lee and Young Ju Rhee*
Eric Lee ‘04
Donna Lee
Kyle Lee and Sumi Seo
Katherine Leen
Ronan Lefkowitz, ‘70 and Chan Lefkowitz
Shira Lehmann
Jean Tibbetts and Richard Lenz
Dr. Lorenzo Lepore ‘70
Stan and Jill Lewis
Erik Lewis
Ruo Ding Li and Joy Shen*
Huifang Li & Wei Zhang
Kathy Lin
Ye Liu and Jinsong Liang
Lucia Lin and Prentice Pilot

Chuan Lin and Huaigu Cao
Meng Lin and Liang Chen
Dr. David Lincicome
Marie Lindahl
Ms. Julianne Lindsay and  

Richard O’Connor*
Mark Littlefield ‘85
Bo Liu*
Gregory Livingston & Susan Smith 

Livingston ‘71
Peter Lloyd and Helen Waters
Tony Loeser, ‘87*
Joan Lohr
Jie Lu
Wei Lu
Nancy and Richard Lubin*
Lidan Luo and Wei Xiao*
Michael Lutch and Martha Goldsmith
Lisa Lynch and Fabio Schiantarelli*
Jim Wright and Jennifer Lynn*
Curtis ‘70 and Judith Macomber
Mahmood Malihi*
Charlotte Malin ‘10
Sharon and Brad Malt
William Margolin ‘63
Marialice Mastronardi and Luigi Panseri
Elliot Matz, ‘73
Liliane Maurice and Guy Antoine
Mary Mazzio ‘78 and James Manson
Matt McArthur
Elizabeth McGlinchey ‘02
Melissa McMorrow*
Tsz Huen and Susan Zuo
Cindy Merrill, ‘72
Ralph Metcalf
Jeff Metivier, ‘87
Drs. Klemens B. Meyer and  

Laura Perlo Meyer*
Isabel Meyer
Bob and Tina Miklos*
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Miller
Ikuko Mizuno
Alina Molina
William M.C. Moonan, ‘04
Alex Morgan-Welch ‘10
Anne Morriss and Frances Frei*
Jane and Robert Morse*
David & Terry Moy
Elissa Moy ‘17
Jun Mu and Joe Zhou
Senthil Muthiah*
Susan H. Myerow ‘72
Edward Naughton and  

Maria Roxas-Naughton*



OUR SUPPORTERS
John & Amanda Navien*
Gerald Neuman and Carol Jones Neuman
Phillip and Amy Newell*
Thao Nguyen and Kim Do
Diane Nicholeris ‘78 and Daniel Baciocco*
Mirai and Tomi’s Family
Weihong Niu
Judy Norsigian
Paul F. Norton
Femi and Nicole Obi*
Lisa Ochs, ‘79
Debra and David Odeh*
Cecilia O’Keefe*
Ms. Elizabeth O’Keefe
John and Mary O’Keefe
Kara O’Keefe
Sally Zimmerman and Allen Olsen
Andrew Olsen ‘09
Jenni Weinreb Owen, ‘85
Aparna Pahooja and Vikram Pillai
Barbara (Daniel) Palant
Sarah Parker
Lauren Patriquin-Muise ‘71
Nyssa Patten ‘97
Michael Patti and Nicole Lamy*
Minja Patti
Laura Paul
Robin Pelzman
James Perencevich & Kathryn Laidlaw
Andrew Wilson and Margaret Phillips
Rebecca Pierce
Wendy Shattuck and Sam Plimpton in 

honor of Pamela Humphrey*
Braj Prasad
Charles Prestinari
Janet Prince ‘75 and Peter Bergh*
Qifang Qiao
Mr. and Mrs. John Quinn
Ralph I. Rabin and Carol L. Willett
Janet Raciti ‘69*
Amy Ramnarine
Sarah S. Raux and Geoffrey M. Raux*
Peter and Suzanne Read
The Matson Family
Frank L. Reis Jr.
Yufang Ren
Maureen Rezendes and Mark Findeis
Rheault & Krumrine Family
Jasmine Richards
Dan Richards and Lynne Pepall
The Richardson Family
The Parents of Joss Richman
Bonnie Rideout
Farrah Ridore ‘12

Julia Wood Riell
Bonnie Anderson Rising ‘81 and  

Curtis Rising
Martha Robinson*
Lawrence and JoAnn Robinson
Alexander Robinson ‘69
Jeri Robinson
Steven and Alex Rohall*
Wendy Rolfe-Dunham ‘75 and  

Benjamin S. Dunham
Felicia J. Rose*
Andrew Rosen
Adrienne Rosenblatt ‘08
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Rosenthal
George ‘70 and Lynn Rowan
Emily Rubenstein
James Orent’s Cousins
Lauren and Tom Ruby*
Nancy Ruggiero
Wilhelm Ruiz
Kitty and Mustafa Sahin
Shawn and Amy Saunders
Kathi Ann & Kenneth Sawka
Katie (Bedard) Scheele ‘97
Michael Schick and Katherine Hanson
Ivy Valerie Schram ‘99
Eric Schwers on behalf of Salesforce
Jinah Seo and Young Park*
Laurel Shader MD ‘77
Yi Shao
Patricia M. Shea*
Barbara L. Shea
Laura Siegel Shechter ‘99
Qiaoqiao Shi and Ming Jin
Lei Shi
Wenhua Shi and Jia Wu
Harris Shilakowsky at  

MusicStoreUSA.com
The Shin Family
Yasuko Shiozaki Ta and Timothy Ta
Philip Silberberg
K.R. Silva
Rachel and Brian Silver
Dr. and Mrs. Philip G. Simon, ‘65
John and Phyllis Sims
Mr. Peter Skerry and Martha Bayles
Bill Skulley ‘63
Philip J. and Ann Smith*
Vivian Song and Robert Hargrove
Ekta Srinivasa
Mr. Matthew D. Stansfield and Tai O. Oney
Dr. Patricia Stapler ‘67
Hope A. Stephens
LeVerne Stephens

Alan Stern and Lori Tenser
Jessica Stokes
Jordan and Sarah Stone*
Harris and Esta-Lee Stone
Noah Stone ‘19
Carole Stremple
Barbara Stein and Jin Suk*
Cuixiang Sun and Duan Liu
Sam Ma & Family
Susan Hughes and Erik Surface
Anne Symchych*
Ruhina Tahir and Dr. Naeem Tahir
Jacob Taylor and Jean Park
Brooke Ten Eyck
Christopher and Simonida Thurber
Charles Tillen and Bonnie Lee Tillen*
Kazi Touré and Myriam Ortiz
Jack Train
Gerardo and Hannelore Tramontozzi
Ann Turley
Janet Underhill
Liz and Jay Valenta
Leslie and Andy Van Derpoel
Sarah Vardigans
COL (Ret) Gregory O. Varo
Dante and Leonora Velasquez
Brian Vieira, ‘68
Martha Walton
Family of Felix Wang
The Wang Family
Amy Wang
Haobing Wang and Xinyu Ji
Alan Wang
Mengwan Wang
Ruisheng Wang
Helen M. Waters*
Bijon Watson, ‘86
Larrine Watson
Na Wei and Zhonghan Gu
Timothy and Catherine Weiskel*
David M. Welch and Lisa Onorato*
Susan Wellington
Andrew and Megan West*
Amanda & Ryan West
Doug West
The Whartons
Mr. and Mrs. Paul White
Priscilla White
Jessica A. Winiecki ‘85
Paul, Pamela, Daniel ‘14, Evan ‘14, 

and Ethan Wood
JoAnne Wright*
Aya and Takeshi Yamaguchi
Jun Yang
Satoshi and Yumi Yoda

Joan Yospin
Susan Yospin and Matthew Yospin
Yilin You and Paul Jacobs
Scott Young ‘85 and Julie Young
Mr. and Mrs. Fredric Young
Jing Yu
Aaron Zachko, ‘94
Corinne Zarwan and Aaron Zarwan
Lan Zhang and Ke Ning
Yan Zhang
Hui Zhang and Xueliang Fang
Jianzhong Zhang and Can Wang
Aria Zhao
Zhao Ivy’s Parents*
W.X. Zheng’s Family
Jackie Zhou
Qun Zhou and Liying Zhou
Wesley Zhu
Richard Zigmond ‘62
Benjamin Zoll
Tama Zorn and Mark Zorn
Marta Żurad

MARVIN J. RABIN SOCIETY
BYSO is grateful for the generosity of 
our legacy donors and members of the 
Marvin J. Rabin Society. Members of this 
visionary group are forward thinking 
supporters of the arts, education, and 
community. They have made a planned 
giving commitment to ensure that 
the vitality and artistic excellence that 
define BYSO will continue to transform 
our students and audiences for years 
to come.

Anonymous (2)
Susan Baronoff and Peter Nolan
Ken and Carol Bello
Jean-Marc Berteaux
Alan Brock
Sylvia Katzman Scholarship Fund
Charles Learoyd ‘63
Sharon and Brad Malt
Cecilia O’Keefe
Gillian Rogell ‘64
Philip J. and Ann Smith
David M. Welch and Lisa Onorato
Mr. Thomas Hadley

*denotes members of BYSO’s leadership giving society, the Bravo Circle



ARTISTIC STAFF
Federico Cortese
Music Director and Conductor,  
Boston Youth Symphony

Adrian Slywotzky
Artistic Consultant

Joseph Bozich 
Artistic Advisor and Conductor

Mark Miller 
Conductor, Repertory Orchestra

John Holland 
Conductor, Junior Repertory Orchestra

Janet Underhill 
Conductor, Preparatory Winds 
Assistant Director for Winds, Intensive 
Community Program

Marta Żurad 
Conductor, Young People’s String 
Orchestra, 
Petit Ensemble, 
Intensive Community Program

Nicole Cariglia 
Artistic Director, 
Intensive Community Program

Miriam Eckelhoefer 
Director, Chamber Music Program

BYSO COUNCIL
Steve Wagner ‘08, Chair
Hugo Arellano-Santoyo
Natalie Baker
Anne Chai
Abraham Dewing ‘87
Sol Jin ‘07
Dr. David Jones ‘85
Alexandra Morgan-Welch ‘10
Adrienne Rosenblatt, J.D. ‘08
Ashwanth Samuel
Kathryn Wilcox

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Catherine Weiskel 
Executive Director

Gabriel Cobas 
General Manager		

Martha Robinson
Director of Development	

Kathryn Rudolph
Director of Operations and Community 
Programs

Erin Keegan Ianni
Director of Marketing and Public 
Relations

Jo-Ann Branco
Director of Finance

Kara Newcombe
Marketing and Finance Manager

Molly Grannell
Associate Director of Individual Giving

Kendra Walton
Institutional Giving Officer

Joanna Wendel
Institutional Giving Associate

Shannon Canavin
Development Manager, Events 

Caitlin Thompson 
Development Associate

Jeanne Bedard *
Development Associate, Annual Fund 
and Alumni Relations

David Abraham
Associate Director of Operations 

David Angelo 
Operations Manager 

Paul Seitz
Operations Associate

Greg Savino * 
Operations Assistant 

Nickolette Cartales
Community Programs Associate

Katie McInerney
Executive Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS 
Margaret Chen – President 
Cecilia O’Keefe – Vice President  
Jean-Marc Berteaux – Vice President  

(non-voting)
Michael Berk – Treasurer
Ben Brady – Secretary 

MEMBERS
John Avallon 
Robert Beaser ‘72
Kenneth Bello 
Joseph Correia
Eran Egozy ‘89
Anthony Fogg 
Jennifer Lynn
Melissa McMorrow 
Gregory Melchor-Barz, ex officio
Senthil Muthiah 
John Navien  
Femi Obi 
David Odeh 
Michael Patti 
Sarah Schaffer Raux 
Tom Ruby 
Jordan Stone 
Steven Wagner ‘08, ex officio
Catherine Weiskel, ex officio
Andy West  
Dr. Harvey Young, ex officio 

ADVISORY BOARD
Munir Alam 
Alison Bomberg 
Peter Bonney ‘95
Cecilia Chao 
Kendrick Chow 
Peter Coffin 
David Druley 
David Jones ‘85
Young Lee 
Mahmood Malihi 
Anne Morriss 
Jasmine Richards 
Robert Skinner 
LeVerne Stephens 

HONORARY MEMBERS
Gabriella Beranek  
John W. Coffey, III  
Pamela Humphrey  
Philip J. Smith  

PRESIDENTS EMERITI
Tom Draper  
Joe Grimaldi 
George Keches 
Philip J. Smith  
Eduardo Tobon  
John Wall  
David Welch

Photography by Michael J. Lutch and Hilary Scott.

2021–2022 TEAM

*Staff members joined as of FY23
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