
IMPACT 
2020

REPORT



Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras’ (BYSO) mission is to encourage 
artistic excellence in a nurturing environment by providing the highest 
quality orchestral training and performance opportunities to quali-
�ed musicians, grades K-12, while making its programs accessible to 
underrepresented youth through �nancial aid and outreach. 

EXCELLENCE� BYSO believes high-quality music experiences have 
a long-lasting impact on young musicians and audience members. 
Quality is at the heart of BYSO’s programs, supported by the �nest 
musicians in the area who serve as our coaches and conductors.

ACCESS� BYSO makes quality music experiences available to all young 
people, regardless of social or economic disadvantage. Our Intensive 
Community Program (ICP) o�ers rigorous string and winds training to 
Boston’s underserved communities, preparing students for competitive 
auditions into BYSO orchestras. BYSO provides use of an instrument, 
weekly lessons and support for participation in the orchestras from the 
time a student joins the program (age 5 or 6) until they graduate high 
school. The program serves 80–90 students annually. 

INSPIRATION�  Alongside training young musicians, we are ded-
icated to cultivating young audiences. Each year, BYSO presents more 
than 20 performances in some of Boston’s �nest venues including 
Symphony Hall and Sanders Theatre at Harvard University. Through 
our free ticketing programs and community concerts, BYSO welcomes 
thousands of young community members annually. BYSO’s partnership 
with Boston Symphony Orchestra, BYSO/BSO: Partnering for the Future, 
sees children as young as 3 years old enjoy the magic of classical music.

OUR MISSION



Through the generous support of our partners and donors like you,  
over 500 young musicians were able to experience the incredible  
personal growth that comes with a high-quality music education.

Despite the many challenges posed this season, music making continued 
virtually for all of our students. We hope you’ll read on for an inside look  
at what your support has made possible this year, including the: 

500+ students served

39 graduating seniors

11 weeks of virtual programming

14 in-person concerts

17 ICP First Year Strings students

On behalf of every student, and every member of the organization, thank 
you! We are so grateful to have supporters like you who believe in our 
mission of making classical music accessible to all students, regardless of 
background or circumstance.

THANK 
YOU

WWT7196, 20200120_byso_0057, and _WWT6295 throughout this page>



This season we celebrated Federico Cortese and his 20th anniversary 
as Music Director of the Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras. Fed’s 
visionary leadership and his sincere care for our young musicians 
and the future of BYSO has led our organization to a new level of 
excellence that was unimaginable 20 years ago.

20 YEARS OF FED
Maestro Cortese’s dedication to the musical excellence and personal 
growth of our students has been the impetus for many new initiatives 
including:

• Doubled the number of students in the program

• Welcomed 200,000 audience members to BYSO performances

• Created BYSO’s exceptional opera program, with world-renowned 
singers; BYSO is the only youth orchestra in America to present a 
semi-staged opera performance

• Established a formal partnership with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra (BSO) in 2012 – “BYSO/BSO Partnering for the Future,” 
featuring the BSO Family Concert Series and the bi-annual opera 
productions for children and families that has brought classical 
music to 65,000 new audience members

• Created BYSO On Parade, a bi-annual concert featuring all BYSO 
ensembles and students at Boston’s Symphony Hall

• Led 8 successful international tours to France, the Czech Republic, 
Poland, Hungary, Estonia, Latvia, Russia, Spain, Portugal, Germany, 
England, and Austria

• Created unprecedented growth in BYSO’s Intensive Community 
Program and its presence in the Boston Public Schools

• Developed several new ensembles, including six chamber orchestras, 
the Preparatory Winds (PW) and the Petit Ensemble (PE)

“He was so incredibly passionate. 
It resonated with us every time he 
conducted; anytime he was present with 
us. I loved his enthusiasm, and it was 
clear that he enjoyed being around us, 
working together, and how much he 
loves BYSO. I can see how much BYSO has 
grown because of his dedication to the 
organization, and I’m sure it will continue 
to expand even more.” 

 –Krista Olson, BYSO ’02, Viola

“Fed sets the bar very high at 
BYSO. He treated us not like 
kids, but like adults, and it was 
an environment where I was 
constantly challenged. Fed 
believes in the students more 
than anyone else – even when 
you don’t see your own  
potential, Fed sees it.” 

 –Sebastien Ridore, BYSO ’15, Viola



10 YEARS OF  
JOE GRIMALDI

This season also marked the end of the tenure of Joe 
Grimaldi’s time as President of the BYSO Board of Directors. 
Under his leadership, BYSO has developed new and 
supportive partnerships, expanded to serve more students 
than ever before, and taken steps towards a bold vision for 
our future. 

Joe has led BYSO with passion, bold thinking and just like 
BYSO students, the drive to do better and to be more.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE,  

AND CONGRATULATIONS JOE.  

YOU WILL BE MISSED!



SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

While BYSO students transitioned to remote learning in March 2020, 
our 2019-2020 season was �lled with many of the unique performance 
opportunities that have become hallmarks of the BYSO experience.

BYSO’s 11th annual performance of Peter and the 
Wolf was on Saturday, November 9, 2019. This 
performance is part of BYSO’s partnership with the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, BYSO/BSO: Partnering 
for the Future, which includes a concert series 
providing engaging, age-appropriate, educational 
orchestral experiences for children and families. This 
season, the concert was narrated by Vira Slywotzky, 
BYSO alumna ’00 and sister to sta� member and 
alumnus Adrian Slywotzky ’98.

On Sunday, October 13, 2019, 
BYSO held its �rst concert of 
the season at Sanders Theatre 
at Harvard University.

This season marks the 20th anniversary of Music 
Director Federico Cortese joining BYSO. The students 
celebrated at rehearsal by surprising Fed with 
special t-shirts printed for the occasion.

2019–2020



BYSO’s annual Gala was scheduled to take place in person on 
Saturday, March 14, 2020. With the rising concern about COVID-19, 
BYSO made a pivot in 72 hours to a fully virtual experience. 
Despite the sudden shift, the Gala was a great success, and we 
netted $40,000 more than originally budgeted.

Students from the Intensive Community 
Program performed at the 13th annual MLK, Jr. 
Tribute Concert on Monday, January 20, 2020 
in collaboration with the Museum of African 
American History.

The Boston Youth Symphony (BYS) – BYSO’s top-level orchestra – performed 
Verdi’s AIDA in front of a sold-out crowd on Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 
Sanders Theatre at Harvard University. This performance, the 16th semi-
staged opera in our history, featured an international cast of singers and  
a 52 person BYSO Chorus.

In March 2020, all in-person rehearsals and concerts were canceled 
for the remainder of the season, and sta� and students shifted to 
weekly Sunday rehearsals online. Although many of our students and 
families were especially impacted by COVID-19, they showed a great 
deal of resilience this season. For members of our Intensive Community 
Program, private lessons continued online, and students even held 
several virtual performances with our ICP �rst-year students and this 
season’s 2020 graduating ICP seniors.



MAKING MUSIC IN  
A GLOBAL PANDEMIC

In the midst of signi�cant global events, the music at BYSO continued. 
In March 2020, BYSO switched from in-person rehearsals to a fully 
virtual curriculum in the wake of a rapidly evolving COVID-19 global 
pandemic. 

Although this meant the cancellation of several concerts, BYSO faculty, 
sta�, and students quickly embraced new tools and technology to 
pivot successfully and explore new facets of music education. In fact, 
there were a number of opportunities that an online curriculum 
provided to students that were originally outside the scope of their 
in-person rehearsals, including: 

• Score study sessions, where students learned more about  
the history and context of their pieces

• ICP weekly lessons continuing remotely throughout the  
remainder of the season. Without coaches to assist, BYSO  
provided parents with a crash course in helping their young 
students tune their instruments – a unique learning experience 
and bonding opportunity for families!

• A virtual performance of Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy’ – a video  
project that featured students across BYSO ensembles

• The opportunity for students to become more comfortable  
with recording technology

Furthermore, alumni events that were scheduled for the season shifted 
to an online format, connecting BYSO alumni from all across the coun-
try, internationally, and right here in the Greater Boston area.

In an unexpected and uncertain time, the BYSO community proved to 
be incredibly resilient. The music was never put on pause, and students 
continued to form lasting friendships, create new memories, and work 
towards artistic excellence until the very end of the season.



Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020 (unaudited) 
 
REVENUES FY20
Tuition and Fees  $1,657,530 
Ticket Sales  $113,337 
Program Book Advertising  $4,554 
Merchandise Sales and Other Earned Revenue $8,830 
Foundation Support  $470,000 
Government Support $73,400 
Corporate Support and Sponsorships  $79,100 
Individual Support  $354,527 
Special Event $304,265 
Donated Goods and Services $230,316 
TOTAL $3,295,859 
 
EXPENSES 
Concert Production $249,849 
Orchestra Operations $842,333 
Additional Online Programming (March through June) $30,804 
Intensive Community Program (direct cost only) $318,914 
Camp $276,590 
Financial Aid $138,174 
Administrative Salaries and Bene�ts  $892,077 
Other Administrative $353,904 
Marketing $54,992 
Fundraising (includes special event costs) $80,577 
TOTAL $3,238,214 
 
Net $57,645

BUDGET

Due to a highly successful Gala, and a signi�cant cut in production costs 
for the �nal quarter of FY20, BYSO was able to post a small surplus that 
will help us weather the storm of a highly probable de�cit in FY21.



IRIS, 16 
VIOLA
Iris is a viola player in BYS who has been a member of BYSO since 
2015. Looking back at her �ve years with BYSO, she re�ects that 
she has experienced huge growth as a musician since joining the 
organization. “I didn’t have as many musical opportunities until I 
joined BYSO. It’s been a great opportunity to play repertoire that I 
�nd challenging, as well as unique performances like the Opera, or 
the children’s concert series. It takes a lot of concentration and work 
– more work than I’ve had to put in anywhere else, but I love �nding 
out just how much I am able to accomplish.” 

One of Iris’ biggest lessons at BYSO has been the value of teamwork. 
“Learning music is an educational experience, but it goes beyond just 
learning the notes – it teaches you how to collaborate with others, 
and how to create art together. When you’re playing as an orchestra, it 
takes a lot of cooperation – you have to be able to work well together, 
within your own section and the group as a whole. You learn from 
one another, and learn to take advice and constructive criticism from 
others. It helps build self-awareness within yourself.”

STUDENTS

“I often think to myself, ‘How lucky am I to have all these people 
to help me?’ The culture among the students and the sta� is 
unlike anywhere else. They really care about what they do and 
about the students.”



MAEREG, 11 
DOUBLE BASS
Maereg is a 4th year student at BYSO who joined ICP when she was 
seven years old. Her favorite aspect of BYSO is the community. “BYSO 
feels like a family. Everyone knows each other, and even when you’re 
new you feel welcome right away.“

Maereg feels as though she’s learned so much while being at BYSO 
already. “BYSO has taught me important life lessons like being on 
time, and the value of working hard. I’ve also learned that it’s okay 
to make mistakes – it’s okay to not know something right away, and 
if I work at it I can get it right.” This past year, Maereg performed 
with her school’s �fth grade orchestra despite being in third grade, 
due to her advanced level of pro�ciency.

“If anyone is thinking about joining 
BYSO, I’d want them to know that it’s 
a great place to be, to play music, to 
make friends, and to have fun.” 

BEN, 14 
TRUMPET
Ben has been a member of BYSO for 5 years, and is quick to share his 
appreciation and enthusiasm for the growth he has experienced as a 
musician so far. “The music is top-notch, and the conductors and sta� 
are amazing. I have a real love for classical music now, and my musical 
horizons have been broadened. I’ve been able to attend conferences 
and participate in competitions that I would not have had the skill 
level for before joining BYSO.” “Music is beautiful, and it’s even more 

beautiful when you are making it with 
people that you love.”

Ben successfully auditioned into BYS – BYSO’s top-level orchestra – at 
the young age of 12 years. “I remember the �rst few weeks there were 
‘giants’ all around me – I was a foot and a half shorter than all the other 
kids. I was mentally and physically looking up to them! I was initially 
intimidated, and I wasn’t sure if I would �t in, but I was totally wrong – 
everyone welcomed me right away, and I met so many new friends. I’ve 
learned so much from being around them!”

What Ben loves the most about BYSO is that feeling of being a family. 
“My BYSO journey has been about the people that I’ve met along the 
way. Each year, some people graduate and leave, but new people join 
and I look forward to meeting and connecting with them. There’s a spe-
cial bond you create when you are playing with 100+ people, together 
as one unit. I look forward to every Sunday – even on the hardest days 
– because every time I leave I have a real sense of ful�llment.”

Maereg believes strongly in the value of music and its ability to 
bring people together. “Music is universal – everybody needs music, 
and everyone can relate to it. When I’m on stage, I feel like I am the 
author and the music is the story, and I have to execute it for the 
audience to understand.”



OUR SUPPORTERS
INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS
$100,000 and above
Boston University, College of 

Fine Arts
Klarman Family Foundation 
Linde Family Foundation
William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation 

$50,000 to $99,999
National Endowment for the 

Arts
Massachusetts Cultural Council

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Bain Capital Children’s Charity 

Ltd.
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Rowland Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
Adelaide Breed Bayrd 

Foundation
Breckinridge Capital Advisors
Deborah Munroe Noonan 

Memorial Fund, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

John Hancock, MLK Scholars 
Program

KPMG LLP
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
McKinsey & Company
MullenLowe
Peregrine Real Estate Advisory
Rea Charitable Trust

$5,000 to $9,999
BPS Arts Expansion Fund at 

EdVestors
Douglas R. Moore Family 

Foundation
Eaton Vance Corporation
First Republic Bank

Income Research + 
Management

Orville W. Forte Charitable 
Foundation

Ramsey-McCluskey Family 
Foundation

Ropes & Gray LLP
Willis Towers Watson

Up to  $4,999
Albert O. Wilson Foundation
Bennett Family Foundation
Bessie Pappas Charitable 

Foundation
blumshapiro Foundation
Boston Public Library 

Foundation
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 

Foundation
Newton Cultural Council
Rhode Island Foundation

We would like to o�er a special 
note of appreciation to Eastman 
Music Company and Johnson 
String Instrument for their 
partnership and support of BYSO 
and our students.

MATCHING COMPANIES
Abrams Capital
American International Group 

(AIG) 
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Berkshire Partners
Dell EMC
Google Gift Matching Program
John Hancock Financial
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Mass Mutual
Microsoft Corporation
MSCI Inc.
P�zer Foundation Matching 

Gifts Program
Sano� US Services Inc.

VMware Foundation
Wayfair
Wellington Management 

Company

IN-KIND GIVING
Boston University, College of 

Fine Arts
Boston Latin School
Brimmer and May School
Dennis C. Haley Pilot School
Eastman Music Company
Johnson String Instrument
Noble and Greenough School
80 Thoreau
Ashish Agarwal
John Avallon
David, Sonoko, and Lauren 

Barnard
The Best Bees Company
Michael Betts and Eran Egozy
Bobbi & Chip Benson, North 

Bridge Antiques
Boston Red Sox and the Red Sox 

Foundation
Boston Sand and Gravel
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Boston University
BYSO Board of Directors
BYSO Council
Cape Cod Melody Tent
Castle Hill Inn
Celebrity Series of Boston
Professor Tom Cummins
deCordova Sculpture Park and 

Museum
Discovery Museum of Acton
Melissa Druley
Elisabeth and Stefano Fassone, 

Le Mole sul Farfa
Tony Fogg and Margaret Chen
Frank M Costantino Watercolor 

Arts & Illustrations
Erin and Davide Ianni
Indigo Fire Studio 
Jill Rosenwald Studio
Julie and Erron Kinney
Late Night with Seth Meyers, 

NBC Universal, and  
Yeji Cha-Beach ‘04

Brian MacArthur

Main Street Hospitality
Sarkis Martirosian and  

Tamara Babaian
Ruth Moser
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
New England Household 

Moving & Storage
Andrew Newman
James Nuzzo
Cecilia O’Keefe
Radius Ensemble
Red Lion Inn
Jon and Peggy Richardson,  

Rare Books
Roche Bros
Adrienne Rosenblatt ‘08
Samuel Adams and Peter Lloyd
Sweet Tooth Boston
Thos. Moser Cabinetmakers
Turtle Swamp Brewery
Berniece Van Der Berg, Michael 

Fairbrother, and Moonlight 
Meadery

Vinodivino
Steve Wagner ‘08
Walden Local Meat Co.
The Weekapaug Inn
John Williams
Yuta Game Design LLC

Thank you to Newton South High 
School for providing space for the 
19-20 BYSO season.

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Anonymous (48)
Dr. David Abraham
Meg and Seth Abramowitz
Susan B. Abrams ‘80 and  

Protik Majumder
Alexandre Adamczyk ‘14
Fred Aldrich
Reed Alexander and  

Doris Jurisson*
Christine Altieri
Lindsay Miller and Peter Ambler
Erika and Colin Angle*
Matt Applebaum and Julie 

Cochran
Greta Asgeirsson ‘09
S. Atwood ‘12

John and Terry Avallon*
Dr. Lloyd Axelrod
Dr. Patricia Bachiller and  

Mr. Todd MacFadden
Joyce Rasmussen Balint ‘66
Adrian Slywotzky and Christine 

Balko Slywotzky
Bob and Barbara Balliett
Amy Barnett and Keith Barnett
Susan Barono� and Peter Nolan
Beard Family Charitable Trust*
Robert Beaser ‘72
Rose Bellini ‘97 and James Holt
Ken and Carol Bello
Robert Berger
Kathleen and Mark Berger
Geo�rey Bergler ‘76
Michael and Ellen Berk*
Ruth Berry
Jane Bestor
Neha Bhatia ‘13
John and Sophie Bilezikian in 

honor of Sally Everett ‘61
Susan Bishov
Ms. Juliana Bloembergen 

Dalton, ‘72
Garen Bohlin and  

Diana Sorensen*
Alison and Patrick Bomberg*
Piotr Boni
Peter K. Bonney ‘95*
Marcia E. Bossart ‘59
Elizabeth and Aaron Brady
Ben Brady and Colleen 

Brannen*
Jean Kessler Brenner ‘72
Alan Brock
Samir Bukhari and Lynette Sholl
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser*
John Campbell and  

Susanna Peyton
Nicole Cariglia
Susan L. Carney ‘69
Rachel Carroll and  

Brendan Carroll
Marc and Kimberlee Carroll
Debra Ruf-Carson, Kevin Carson, 

Benjamin Carson
Janet Underhill’s Recorder 

Group
Dorrit and Tom Castle

BYSO is deeply grateful to our community supporters for these 
gifts made between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.

*denotes members of BYSO’s leadership giving society, the Bravo Circle



Anne Chai
Jamie Chang and Sharon Wu
Cecilia Chao and  

Mike Schoenegge*
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Chau
Peter and Shirley Chen
Shu-Hui Chen and  

Jeremy Teunis
Jessica Chen
Piu Francis Man
Zhong and Shi Wen Chen
Shiqiu Cheng and Hong Zhang
Lucy Chie and Justin Campbell*
Paul and Wendy Chie�o*
Valerie Chisholm ‘74
Arthur and Christian Chiu Maia
David Chiu, ‘87
Ilyce and Rob Chizmadia
Ellie Choi and Kendrick Chow*
Qing Chu and Glenn (Le) Wang
Eric and Annie Chun
Kimberly (Skidmore) Ciccarelli 

‘87*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew E. 

Clements
Jonathan Cline, ‘68
Cobas Family
Grandpa & Grandma Cobas
Peter and Abby Co�n*
Peter Cohen and Karen Wood
Christine (Casey) Cohen ‘70
Theresa Cohen
Janine and Douglas Cohen
Amy Cook
James Cooke and Lisa Crockett*
Karla Davis
Bethany, Jude, Kaveri and  

Darin Correll*
Eric Cortell ‘82 and Julia Wong*
Dyane Cotreau
William J. Coukos, ‘72
Andrew Coutermarsh
Thomas Covert ‘01
Yvette Cozier and Theodore 

D’Amico
Rob Cunjak and Susan Dunn
Oliver and Cynthia Curme*
The Phillips Family Foundation*
Louise Davis
Clara Davis
Emilia De Leo ‘14
Ellen Delany
Hugo Delgado and  

Carmen Perlata
Dr. Yongqi Deng & Ms. Li Zhen*
Frank and Dee Dee Dent
Corinne DeNucci and  

Michael DeNucci*

Janet Underhill’s Recorder 
Group

Kimbell Dicero
Larry and Lana Dobkin
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Doggett*
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Donahue 

Jr.*
Mady and Bruce Dono�
Friends of Cecilia O’Keefe
Tom and Ellen Draper
Ann Drinan ‘68
Missy and David Druley*
Parents of Libby Drum
Connie and Vaughn Drum
Carrie Du and Peter Zhang*
Yu Duan
Janet and Dan Dubner
Catherine Dugan ‘11
James Durning
Robin W. Dushman
Alan and Lisa Dynner*
Peter and Azelene Edouarzin
Eran Egozy ‘89 and  

Yukiko Egozy*
April and Florian Eichler*
Joan Ellersick ‘76 and  

Tom Berryman
Anat Engel In Memory of Steve 

Engel ‘73
The Estell Family
Yves & Dominique Manigat-

Estimphile
Phyllis Estus
Charles Estus, Jr. ‘84
Mark Ethier and Claire Cheney
Fiona Evans ‘12
Robert and Iris Fanger*
Daniel and Cheryl Farley
O’Connor-Farris Family*
Peter and Michelle Fay
Emily Cheng
Daniel Fenton and  

Kyoko Okamura*
Tom Flaherty, ‘68
Mark C. Fleming &  

Rachel L. Renton
Anthony Fogg*
Kevin Foster and Nadia 

Chamblin-Foster
Raymond and Ida Fridmann
Doris and Mike Fritz*
Cathleen Fuller
Fumiko and Kensuke Futai
Mark and Sandra Gagnon
Elizabeth Gates and Holly Gates
Mildrid Gedeon
Irene Geronico
The Gertler Family*
Stanley and Betsy Gibson

Grateful Alumnus Parents
Rachel Goldstein and  

Dr. Allan Goldstein
Wenjie Hu and Xiaopeng Gong
Ashley Gong
Robert and Cindy Goodof
Denise Greaves and Thomas 

Greaves
Robert Green and Noelle Givler
Joe and Paulette Grimaldi*
Xiaozhong Gu and John Gu
Donna Guiliano
Christina Quin
Mrs. Kate Gutierrez and  

Brendan Albert
Susan and Bill Hadge
Mr. Thomas Hadley, ‘83
Mark and Nancy Haines
Stacy Handler
Elizabeth Harding
Sean C. Harlow
Ronald Haroutunian ‘74
Christopher E. Hart
Elizabeth R. Hartmayer
The C. Heard Family
The Hedderick Family
Bruce and Susan (McCrensky) 

Heitler ‘63
Gloria Herrera
Tamar Herzog and Yuval Erlich*
Diane Hessan
Sean and Nancy Hill*
Lisa Ford Hirayama, ‘77
Phyllis Ho�man
Ho�mann Family
Mark and Abby Hornstein
Jennifer Hoult ‘78
Laura Howenstine and Joseph 

DiLazzaro*
Brian Hu and Jie Cheng
Jianing Hu and Lucy Wang
Weiping Hu and Sherry Hua
Sandra Hu and David Wang*
He Huang
Jin Huang and Zhaohui Wang
Mr. Everest Huang and Ms. 

Regina Cheung
Arthur and Marguerite Huggard 

in honor of Cecilia O’Keefe
Charlie and Marcella Huggard
Marcus and Jennifer Hughes
Keith and Catherine Hughes
Pamela and John Humphrey*
Anne Marie and Jim Hynes
Mr. Bennet Ih and Ms. Patti 

Hartigan
Jason and Paula Ingraham
Naoko Ishidate and Takao 

Ishidate

Haruko Iyer
Scott Park
Pauline Jeong and  

Daniel Jeong*
Mr. Libo Jiang and  

Mrs. Yanping Liao
Mr. Peng Jin and  

Ms. Zhongling Li
Susan L. Johnson
Anne Rogers Jones ‘87 and 

Lawrence Jones
Ms. Wanda Jones and  

Clarence Jones
Celia Elizabeth Jones ‘65
David Jones ‘85 and  

Cindy Vreeland*
The Meadowlark Trio
Abigail Kahler ‘13
The Kahler Family
Sarah Kahler, ‘05
Albert and Mami Kaminuma
Michika Kato
Mr. Robert Katuska
Colin Keane and Emily Church
Krysten Keches ‘06
George and Cheri Keches*
The Ianni Family
Abigail Kellogg
Mary O’Keefe Kellogg ‘67
Judy Kelly and James Cremer
Penny Wise Kerns
Wendy Williams Keyes ‘73
Patricia Iervolino Kilroy ‘60
Sharon Kim ‘14
Caroline Choi Kim ‘92 and 

Howard Kim
Martin Kistin
Caroline Kistin and  

Romel Ortega
Bernard Klinger ‘67
Marilyn Bone Kloss, ‘60
Alexander Klosterkemper
Anna and Peter Kolchinsky*
Reed Konsler and  

Stacie Matsumoto
Anonymous
Adrienne and Justin Kung
Katharine and Thomas Kush*
Ron and Linda Kutka
Laura Lake and Chris Lake
Steve Laven and Cynthia Meyers
Philip W. Leach ‘60
Mary Susan Leahy ‘66
Charles Learoyd ‘63
Barry and Shilpy Lee
Junghwa Lee and Dohoon Kim
Mark and Tsuifen Lee
Eric Lee ‘04
Donna Lee

Eugene Lee and Sally Park
Young Lee and Young Ju Rhee*
The Leeb Family
Katherine Leen
Dian Lefkowitz Randall
Daniel, Lisa, Hillel, Elie and  

Shira Lehmann
Katharine Leness
Dr. Lorenzo Lepore ‘70
Wayne and Judy Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Stan Lewis
Huifang Li
Bin Li and Haiyan Zhang
Ruo Ding Li and Joy Shen*
Lijiong Liao and Feng Chen
Ms. Lucia Lin and Prentice Pilot
Dr. David Lincicome
Marie Lindahl
Julianne Lindsay
Mark Little�eld
Chien Liu and Lucy Deng
Ling Liu and Francis Li
Andrea Liu
Julie Liu and Nicholas Fok
Peter Lloyd
Arthur Lord and Rose Marie Lord
Caroline ‘95 & Patric Lowe
Nancy and Richard Lubin*
Michael Lutch and Martha 

Goldsmith
Lutkevich Family
Lisa Lynch and Fabio 

Schiantarelli*
Susie Ma
Donald and Akiko MacDonald
Mitchell Macey, ‘71
Curtis Macomber ‘70
Kathryn Maher*
Dr. Jon Malinowski
Sharon and Brad Malt*
Marcia and Daniel Mantell
Sarkis Martirosian and  

Tamara Babaian
Domenico Mastrototaro
The Matson Family
Elliot Matz, ‘73
Mary Mazzio ‘78 and  

James Manson
Paula McCarty ‘75
Mr. and Dr. Peter McCormack
Marjorie McCoy
Natalia Jean McDermott ‘15
Katie McInerney
Melissa McMorrow*
Ricardo Medina and  

Gabriela Vergara
Amy Ramnarine and  

Abhay Mehta
Tsz Huen and Susan Zuo



Drs. Klemens B. Meyer and 
Laura Perlo Meyer*

Harry Miao and She Lei
Gerard and Margeurite Michaud
Helaine Miller
Dr. Carol Milligan
Sarah Mitchell*
Ulrich Mok and Megan Zorn
Hussain and Jessica Mooraj
Olivia Moorehead-Slaughter
Carlos Morales and  

Sandra Mostajo
Alex Morgan-Welch ‘10
Dorothea Morrison
Anne Morriss and Frances Frei*
Jane and Robert Morse*
Christine Mrakotsky-Ladendorf 

and Mark Ladendorf
Susan H. Myerow ‘72
John C. Navien and  

Amanda Ruggiero*
Gerald Neuman and Carol Jones 

Neuman
Thao Nguyen and Kim Do
Diane Nicholeris ‘78 and  

Daniel Baciocco*
Mirai Nishioka’s Family
James Nuzzo and  

Bryann Bromley*
Femi and Nicole Obi*
Lisa Ochs, ‘79
Debra and David Odeh*
Elizabeth, John and  

Catherine O’Keefe
Ms. Elizabeth O’Keefe
John and Mary O’Keefe*
Cecilia O’Keefe*
Sally Zimmerman and  

Allen Olsen
Karl L. Oppenheimer
James M. Orent ‘72 and 

Marianne Gray
Marc Osiris and Makda Bertrand
Karen Kotkow and  

Donald Oster*
Christine Osterwalder
Laura O’Toole and  

Daniel O’Toole*
John and Sandra Owens
Aparna Pahooja and  

Vikram Pillai
Barbara E. Palant
Siopo Pat and Xuan Fu
Nyssa Patten ‘97
Elaine M. Payne*
Jonathan Payson*
Yu Pei and Hong Wang
Ross and Anne Perry
Brian Pettinato

Andrew Wilson and  
Margaret Phillips

Rebecca Pierce
Wendy Shattuck and Sam 

Plimpton in honor of Pamela 
Humphrey*

Kurt Richard Podeszwa
Florence Poy
Janet Prince ‘75 and  

Peter Bergh*
Yao-Ling Qiu and Jing Hu
Mr. and Mrs. John Quinn
Ralph I. Rabin and  

Carol L. Willett
Janet Raciti ‘69
Ravi and Meena Ramamurti
Carey and Ann Rappaport*
Sarah S. Raux*
Peter and Suzanne Read
Hong Ren and Long Ma
Lisa Resnek-Wyett
Maureen Rezendes and  

Mark Findeis*
Nicole Rheault and  

Christopher Rheault
Dan Richards and Lynne Pepall
Farrah Ridore ‘12
Bonnie Anderson Rising ‘81 and 

Curtis Rising
Liz and Fred Robbins
Alexander Robinson ‘69
Lawrence and JoAnn Robinson
Martha Robinson*
Steven and Alex Rohall*
Wendy Rolfe-Dunham ‘75
Je�rey Rosenblatt and  

Debra Byers
Adrienne Rosenblatt ‘08
Paula Rosenstock in memory of 

Milada Rhenisch
Robert Rovinsky in memory of 

Milada K. Rhenisch and in 
honor of Lynn Rhenisch.

George ‘70 and Lynn Rowan
Tom Ruby*
Lisa & Gary Rucinski
Jess Rucinski ‘09
David and Catherine Rude
Kathryn Rudolph
Nancy Ruggiero
Kate Rushford
Eriko Hironaka and Mark Russell
John P. and Jeanne-Marie Ryan
Kitty Sahin and Mustafa Sahin
Michael Schick and  

 Katherine Hanson
William Schnoor*
Ivy Valerie Schram ‘99
Mr. and Mrs. David Schreiber

Mrs. Aire-Maija Schwann
David A. Schwartz ‘61 and 

Cheryl Ann Schwartz
Rani Sellers, ‘83
Jinah Seo and Young Park*
Laurel Shader MD ‘77
Patricia M. Shea
Laura Siegel Shechter ‘99
Daniel Sheingold
Dongxiao Shen and Xu Shi
Eliot & Jane Sherman
Rebecca Sherman and  

Michael Siegel
Wenhua Shi and Jia Wu
Dana Shih and Yu-Shen Lin
Harris Shilakowsky
Philip Silberberg
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Simon
Mr. Peter Skerry and  

Martha Bayles
Bill Skulley ‘63
Paul and Lisa Slack
Philip J. and Ann Smith*
James Spidle
Sarah Spinella
Mr. Matthew D. Stans�eld and 

Tai O. Oney
Dr. Patricia Stapler ‘67
Alan Stern and Lori Tenser
Harris and Esta-Lee Stone
Jordan and Sarah Stone*
Haley Strauss
Barbara Stein and Jin Suk*
Susan Hughes and Erik Surface
David and Connie Swaebe
Marilyn, Kerren, and Drew 

Swinger
Anne Symchych*
Ruhina Tahir and  

Dr. Naeem Tahir
Jay Tang and Luning Han*
Stephen Tate and Qing Dong
Jacob Taylor and Jean Park*
Christopher and  

Simonida Thurber*
Charles Tillen and  

Bonnie Lee Tillen
Marcus and Jenny Tjia
Kazi Touré and Myriam Ortiz
Jack and Betsy Train*
Gerardo and Hannelore 

Tramontozzi
Peter and Paula Tyack
Suzan Umphreyville Chavez*
Janet Underhill
Dr. Steve Vacchi ‘86
COL (Ret) Gregory O. Varo
Dante and Leonora Velasquez
Brian Vieira, ‘68

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wagner*
Stephen Wagner ‘08*
Kendra and Nate Walton
Miaoxuan Wei’s Family
The Wang Family
Family of Felix Wang
The Chen Family
Helen M. Waters
Larrine Watson
Michael Wein�eld-Zell
Timothy and Catherine Weiskel*
Charles Weitz and Isabel Chiu
Andre Weker ‘95
David M. Welch and  

Lisa Onorato*
Andy and Megan West*
The Whartons
Deanne M. Wherry, ‘86
Mr. and Mrs. Paul White
Priscilla White
Andrew Wiles and  

Caroline Grimaldi*
Jessica A. Winiecki ‘85
Daniel Wood ‘14 and  

Evan Wood ‘14
Paul Wood and Pamela Mok
Althea Wright
JoAnne Wright
Jim Wright and Jennifer Lynn*
Patrick and Phaedra Yachimski*
Aya and Takeshi Yamaguchi
David Yarbrough, ‘78
Ning Yin and Mingjin Fan*
Satoshi and Yumi Yoda
Kara York
Judy and Fred Young
Scott Young ‘85 and Julie Young
Kyna Yu and Xing Su
Shangbin Liu
Anonymous
Ling Zhang and Hui Huang
Je� Zhang and Lee Dan
Hui Zhang and Xueliang Fang
W.X. Zheng’s Family
Qun Zhou and Liying Zhou
Jie Zhou and Xuqiong Wu
Liping & Xingwang Zhou
Yi Zhou and Qihong Li
Wesley Zhu
Alison Zhu and Family
Gang Zhu
Benjamin Zoll and Amy Zoll
Tama Zorn and Mark Zorn
Marta �urad

MARVIN J. RABIN SOCIETY
BYSO is grateful for the 
generosity of our legacy donors 
and members of the Marvin J. 
Rabin Society. Members of this 
visionary group are forward 
thinking supporters of arts, 
education, and community. 
They have made a commitment 
to ensure that the vitality and 
artistic excellence that de�ne 
BYSO will continue to transform 
our students and audiences for 
years to come.
Anonymous (2)
Janet Amick, in honor of  

Will Moonan
Susan Barono� and Peter Nolan
Ken and Carol Bello
Jean-Marc Berteaux
Alan Brock
Sylvia Katzman Scholarship 

Fund
Charles Learoyd ‘63
Sharon and Brad Malt
Cecilia O’Keefe
Gillian Rogell ‘64
Philip J. and Ann Smith
David M. Welch and  

Lisa Onorato



ARTISTIC STAFF
Federico Cortese
Music Director and Conductor,  
Boston Youth Symphony

Adrian Slywotzky
Artistic Consultant

Joseph Bozich 
Artistic Advisor and Conductor

Mark Miller 
Conductor, Repertory Orchestra

John Holland 
Conductor, Junior Repertory Orchestra

Janet Underhill 
Conductor, Preparatory Winds 
Assistant Director for Winds, Intensive 
Community Program

Marta �urad 
Conductor, Young People’s String 
Orchestra, 
Petit Ensemble, 
Intensive Community Program

Nicole Cariglia 
Artistic Director, 
Intensive Community Program

Miriam Eckelhoefer 
Director, Chamber Music Program

BYSO COUNCIL
Natalie Baker
Kimberly Ciccarelli ’87, co-chair
Abraham Dewing ‘87
Sol Jin ’07
David Jones ’85
Katie Maher
Marcia Mantell, co-chair
Alexandra Morgan-Welch ’10
Adrienne Rosenblatt ‘08
Stephen Wagner ’08
Kathryn Wilcox

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Catherine Weiskel
Executive Director

Gabriel Cobas
General Manager 

Martha Robinson
Director of Development 

Erin Keegan Ianni
Director of Marketing  
and Public Relations

Jo-Ann A. Branco 
Director of Finance 

Kathryn Rudolph
Director of Operations and Community 
Programs

David Abraham
Operations Manager

Katie McInerney
Operations Associate 

Saralyn Klepaczyk
Community Programs Manager

Amy Ramnarine  
Associate Director of Individual Giving 

Kendra Walton
Institutional Giving O�cer

Jessica Chen
Development & Alumni Relations 
Associate

Colin Keane
Development Associate

Kara York
Marketing Manager 

Matthew Stans�eld
Executive Assistant

2019�2020 TEAM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS 
Joe Grimaldi, President
Margaret Chen, Vice President
Cecilia O’Keefe, Vice President
Jean-Marc Berteaux, Treasurer
Ben Brady, Secretary

MEMBERS
John Avallon 
Robert Beaser ’72 
Michael Berk 
Alison Tschopp Bomberg 
David Chin, ex o�cio 
Kimberly Ciccarelli ’87, ex o�cio 
James Cooke 
Eran Egozy ’89 
Anthony Fogg 
Marcia Mantell, ex o�cio 
Melissa McMorrow 
Gregory Melchor-Barz, ex o�cio 
John Navien 
James Nuzzo 
Femi Obi 
Tom Ruby 
Sarah Scha�er Raux 
Jordan Stone 
Catherine Weiskel, ex o�cio 
Andy West 
Dr. Harvey Young, ex o�cio 

HONORARY MEMBERS
Gabriella Beranek
John W. Co�ey, III
Pamela Humphrey
Philip J. Smith 

PRESIDENTS EMERITI
Tom Draper
George Keches 
Philip J. Smith
Eduardo Tobon
David Welch

BOARD OF OVERSEERS
Peter Bonney ’95
Cecilia Chao
Ken Chow
Peter Co�n
David Druley
Young Lee
Mahmood Malihi
Cynthia Robinson Markey
Robert Skinner

Photography by Michael J. Lutch, Winslow Townson, Kelly Davidson.
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